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The First 10- ¥ddrstory

For many years Brother Rick McCall had a vision and desire to start a church. Early in his ministry he
knew that beginning a church, where it was needed was something that really appealed to him. Later,
after approximately twenty years in the ministry and two years of praying for guidance, he felt the Lord
leading him in that direction. Brother Rick knew that traditions and customs were difficult to change.
After praying about what path he should follow, he knew that time had come for him to follow the
Lorddés |l eading to fulfill that vision

While seeking the leadership of the Lord and with the-pvesent support of his wife and helpmate,

Kim, Brother Rick began his journey to establish a church that would eventually become Gateway
Baptist Church. On March 18, 1999, the Articles of Incorporation were signed and filed and Bible
Baptist Church of Lake City, Inc. was born. Because he wanted the new church to be based on the true
infallible word of God, he named the young church Bible Baptist Church.

After contemplating a doeio-door campaign as a way to start a Bible Study group, Brother Rick soon
found that things would move much more quickly than he had ever envisioned. He met with Johnny
Ward at his office and discussed steps to proceed with the plan to begin a new church. They located a
small vacant church building that would accommodate sexermyto one hundred people but soon
discovered many more people planned to enter into this new venture.

The organizing group needed to find a larger place to meet.
After making arrangements with the Columbia County School

Board and filling out numerous forms, the young church

began implementing plans for its first service to be held at
Lake City Middle School, in the cafeteria.

There was much excitement about the new church and many

people were anxious to get going with plans. Contributions
began to come in quickly and a bank account was opened. God was so good and plans for the young
church grew very quickly. Johnny Ward served as the youth leader when the church started. Both Art
Seaboe and Bruce Jewel also served as volunteers with the youth group in the early days of our church.

Brother Rick and Johnny Ward went to Starke and bought a trailer to
be used for moving the church equipment and supplies. That trailer is
still in use today. After a trip to Orlando to purchase sound equipment
and all other supplies needed, the date for the first service was finally
set.

Bible Baptist Church held its

first service on Sunday, June

13, 1999 in the cafeteria at

Lake City Middle School on

Old Columbia City Road.

Bible Baptist continued to

meet at this location, except

for two services at the School

Board Administration Complex, until the fall of 1999.



